Florida's Native Bromeliads:
Leatherleaf Alrplant

Scientific name:

Tillandsia variabilis Schlecht.
Former name:

Tillandsia valenzuelana
Other common name:
Soft-leaved wild pine
Status in Florida:
Threatened
Threats to this plant in
Florida: Mexican bromeliad
weevil (Metamasius callizona),
illegal collecting, habitat
destruction

Distribution: Florida, West Indies, Mexico, Central and References

South America

Distribution in Florida: Broward, Collier, Hendry,
Highlands, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Okeechobee
Counties

Occurrence in Florida: Occasional

Habitat: Moist, shaded habitats (hammocks, cypress
swamps)
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Description: Tank epiphyte; plants usually single (not http://flora.huh.harvard.edu/FNA

clustered); grows to 30-50 cm (12-20 in.) tall; 15-20
leaves with fine scales, soft, green-gray or silvery (may
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have rose or purplish coloring), tapering at the top;
outer leaves are 2-3 cm (3/4 -1 1/8 in.) wide at the
base; simple flower spike with reddish or purple floral
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bracts (up to 3.5 cm [1 3/8 in.] long), violet petals (3.5
cm [1 3/8 in.] long), and white sepals (6 mm; % in.)
Time of flowering: Spring - fall
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o For more information, visit the Web site of Save Florida's Native Bromeliads,
; UNIVERSITY OF a project of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies and the o

FLORIDA University of Florida/IFAS: http://savebromeliads.ifas.ufl.edu
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