Florida's Native Bromeliads:

Florida Strap Airplant

Scientific name:
Catopsis floribunda (Brongn.) L.B. Smith

Other common names:
Many-flowered catopsis, many-flowered
airplant, Florida catopsis

Status in Florida:
Endangered

Threats to this plant in Florida:
Illegal collecting, habitat destruction,
Mexican bromeliad weevil
(Metamasius callizona)

Distribution: Florida, Mexico, West Indies, Central

and South America

Distribution in Florida: Broward, Collier, Miami -
Dade, and Monroe Counties

Occurrence in Florida: Rare

Habitat: Humid, shady habitats: terrestrial
(rockland hammock), palustrine (strand swamp)

Description: Tank epiphyte; grows to 70 cm (28
in.) tall; long, bright green leaves, 20-40 cm (8-16
in.), with wide bases and narrowing at tip; flower
stalk 25 cm (10 in.) or longer, with 5-15 lateral
branches and 15-50 flowers; yellow or white
petals; mature seed capsules up to 1.4 cm (1/2 in.)
long; vegetative in every month

Time of flowering: Fall - winter
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