Florida's Native Bromeliads:
Twisted Airplant

Scientific name:

Tillandsia flexuosa Swartz

Former name:

Tillandsia aloifolia Hook

Other common names:

Banded airplant; flexuous wild-pine,
striped airplant

Status in Florida:

Threatened

Threats to this plant in Florida:
Mexican bromeliad weevil (Metamasius callizona),
illegal collecting, habitat destruction

Distribution: Florida, West Indies, Panama,
Venezuela, Colombia

Distribution in Florida: Broward, Charlotte, Collier,
Hendry, Highlands, Lee, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe,
Palm Beach Counties

Occurrence in Florida: Infrequent

Habitat: Exposed habitats, often near the coast;
terrestrial (xeric hammock [pinelands, scrub], shell
mound, rockland hammock, coastal berm, maritime
hammock); marine (marine tidal swamp); estuarine
(estuarine tidal swamp)

Description: Tank epiphyte; 20-80 cm (8-31 in.) tall,
pale gray leaves with twisted tips and broad white
bands; slender inflorescence, simple or with few
branches; spreading floral bracts; zig-zag (flexuous)
floral axis (flower stem); flowers spreading, with
sepals 2-3 cm (3/4 - 1 1/8 in.) long and rose or purple
petals (4 cm [1 1/2in.] long), capsules 5 cm (2 in.) long

Time of flowering: Every month except November and
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For more information, visit the Web site of Save Florida’s Native Bromeliads,
a project of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies and the
University of Florida/IFAS: http://savebromeliads.ifas.ufl.edu

Although this product was funded in part by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
under the National Environmental Education Act grants program, it may not necessarily
reflect the views of the Agency and no official endorsement should be inferred.

December, mostly spring to summer
UNIVERSITY OF

&FLORIDA

Institute of Fona =n-:lA£rI.r:u'ILura] Scienees




