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Tergum (pl. terga)—the dorsal surface of any
body segment

Terminal—at the end; at the posterior end (of
the abdomen); the last of a series

Terrestrial—living on land

Thorax—the body region behind the head
which bears the legs and wings

Tibia (pl. tibiae)—the fourth segment of the
leg between the femur and the tarsus

Trachea (pl. tracheae)—a tube of the respira-
tory system ending externally at a spiracle
and terminating internally in the tracheoles

Tracheoles—the fine terminal branches of
the respiratory tubes

Transverse—across, at right angles to the
longitudinal axis

Tribe—a subdivision of a subfamily contain-
ing a group of related genera; names of
tribes end in -ini

Trochanter—the second segment of the leg
between the coxa and the femur

Truncate—cut off square at the end

Tympanum (pl. tympana)—a vibrating
membrane; an auditory membrane or
eardrum

Vein—a thickened line which provides sup-
port in the wing of the insect

Ventral—lower or underneath; pertaining to
the underside of the body

Vermiform larva—a legless maggotlike larva
without a well-developed head

Vertex—the top of the head

Vestigial—small, poorly developed, degen-
erate, nonfunctional

Viviparous—giving birth to live young, not
egg laying (for example, aphids)

Wireworm—an elateriform larva; a larva that
is slender, elongate, heavily sclerotized with
a few body hairs and with thoracic legs but
without prolegs; the larva of a click beetle
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