














ages of insect specimens must be carefully
and properly prepared (see fig. 18). To
successfully mail specimens, you will need
two boxes: one for the specimens and one
for the specimen box. The larger outside
box should be big enough to accommodate
the specimen box plus several inches of
space on all sides.

To package your specimens, put them in
the specimen box. If the insects are papered
or unpinned, layer them between tissue
paper (see page 13). If they are already
pinned, firmly anchor them in the pinning
bottom (which should be at least ¥z-inch
thick). Large, bulky specimens shouid be
held in place with additional pins. This
keeps them from swinging about on their
pins, thereby damaging adjacent speci-
mens. Cut a small cardboard lid so that it fits
inside the specimen box on top of the pins.
Fill the space between this lid and the box
top with layers of tissue. Fasten the box top
in place with tape or elastic bands. Now, fill
the larger box with several inches of packing
material. Use Styrofoam chips, excelsior,
crumpled paper, shredded rags, or cotton
batting.

After placing the specimen box on top of

the packing material, proceed to fill the re-
mainder of the space with packing material.
Fill the box until the packing material holds
the specimen box firmly in place, but without
crushing it. Now you can tape up the box
and address it. In addition to the address
label, you should include a separate label
which states: “FRAGILE ... Dried Insects
for Scientific Study ... Handle With Care
... No Commercial Value.” Mark the other
five sides of the box “FRAGILE.”

If the box is being sent outside the United
States, you must complete and attach a
postal customs declaration, which basically
states that your box contains “dried insects
for scientific study” with “no commercial
value” so that it can be sent duty (tax) free.
These forms and additional information can
be obtained from any post office.
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Figure 18. Properly packaged specimens.
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Summary

Other project ideas and skills beyond the
scope of this manual can be found in other
4-H entomology project manuals, newslet-
ters, and other publications. Ask your 4-H
leader or your county Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension office about these.
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NOTES
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