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Educational Impact of National Plant

Diagnostic Network Taxonomic Training

Background

More inforMation

results

 The University of Florida, IFAS 
Extension, in partnership with USDA-
APHIS-PPQ-NIS and The National Plant 
Diagnostic Network (NPDN), has created 
a series of taxonomic training videos 
to assist APHIS identifiers, students, 
instructors, researchers, and diagnosticians 
with the identification of several plant-
parasitic arthropod species. The series also 
aims to address diminishing taxonomic 
expertise among plant health professionals. 
Currently, training videos exist for 
Aleyrodidae, Aphididae, Coccoidea, 
Auchenorryhnca, Pentatomoidea - all 
funded through a 2012 Farm Bill 10201 
Cooperative Agreement with USDA-
APHIS-PPQ – and Thysanoptera and Acari, 
funded through a 2014 Farm Bill 10007 
Cooperative Agreement with USDA-
APHIS-PPQ. Expert taxonomists from 
several agencies and institutions provide 
commentary with high quality imagery of 
diagnostic characters and live microscope 
examinations of prepared specimens.  

Survey participants were asked to fill in 
their occupation.

Participants were asked if they had 
viewed any of the training videos 
previously.

Participants who responded that they 
have viewed the training videos before 
were asked to, for each taxon, rate the 
usefulness of the material viewed. Taxa 
with absent responses were assumed 
to have not been viewed.

Participants were given the option of writing in 
taxa of interest not currently available on the 
website. *Lepidoptera training coming soon.

Participants were asked if they 
would recommend the training 
series to their colleagues.

Participants were asked if they 
felt the videos had sufficiently 
prepared them to identify the 
associated taxa.
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Thirty participants responded to a survey delivered online via email and on paper 
during a lepidoptera diagnostic workshop held at UF. Participants were primarily 
publicly employed entomologists and/or university professors. Entomologists 
working as identifiers for public agencies were the most familiar with the training 
series. Survey results are presented as the total number of responses per question. 
Answers were not required for all questions. 

All of the taxonomic 
training videos are 
publicly accessible 
on youtube and at 
UFPlantProtection.org

Scan the QR codes to learn more.
To learn more about 
the training series:

To participate in the 
online survey:

Or visit 
UFPlantprotection.org

Or visit 
TaxonomicTrainingSurvey.org


